l6            RAO BAHADUR RANCHHODI^J, CHHOTAItAZ,.

Bombay Government accepted Dallel Sing, the choice of
the deceased queen-mother, and he was formally installed
as the ruling chief of kunawada on Soptemhei 22nd, 1853.

By 1854 rumours and reports had reached Major Wallace,
who was then Political Agent of Rewa Kantha, regarding
Ranchhodlal's activities in connection with the I/unawada
succession, and in that year Ranchhodlal was suspended
from office and definitely charged by Major Wallace with
receiving in May, 1853, through his wife, Jetbiba, a bribe
of 8,000 Baroda rupees from the Chief of lyunawarla, on the
score of his having assisted Dallel Sing in succeeding to the
gadi by his supposed official influence as Paflardar of the
Rewa Kantha Agency. After some correspondence
IJ;anchhodlal was tried on this charge before a Special
Commissioner, Mr. Hebbertt and was acquitted. The
prosecution relied chiefly upon a statement by one Jani
Lakshmiram Deoshankar, the chief Karbhaii of I/unawada,
that on the 25th May he had paid the amount above-
mentioned to Ranchhodlal's wife, Jethiba, at their house
in Ahmadabad. Though Jani was shown conclusively to
have received the sum from the Raja of I/unawada, there
were various discrepancies in his account of the subsequent
transaction. In Ranchhodlal's defence, his wife, Jethiba,
pleaded an ahli, stating that on the 25tli May, the date on
which she was alleged by the prosecution to have received
the rupees, she was at the village of Dakor, forty miles
away from Ahmadabad, with her family priest AmbalaL
She supported this story with a petition, purporting
to have been presented by Ainbalal on 26th May to the
Police Jamadar at Dakor, asking for redress in the
matter of a minor assault which had been made upon liim.
The original petition was produced at the enquiry held by
the Special Commissioner. It was subsequently shown
however that the Dakor register-book, in which the petition
had been filed, had been tampered with, and that in all
probability the petition, upon which the alibi mainly rested,
was a forgery. TMs led to the prosecution before the